
 

Socialist movements, 

generational gap and bourgeois state. 

        In the different nations oppressed by the Spanish Imperialist State and by the 

rest of the imperialist states of Western Europe, a generational and class fracture is 

emerging in the heart of the workers' and popular movement which implies a split 

with ethnic and interclass nationalism and also with electoralism and with the social-

democratic and economist logics inherited from the Second International. Fair 

criticisms and necessary and courageous ruptures which, nevertheless, may present 

some problems in their articulation that we, all revolutionaries who are for the 

reconstruction of a revolutionary and proletarian movement without mortgages or 

ambiguities, must analyze together in a constructive manner. Let us proceed step by 

step: 

  Objective and fair reasons for this emergence: 

        1.1 The emerging and constituent generation of these communist and/or 

socialist movements is immersed in a process of proletarianization in which they live 

materially worse than their parents, and in which the intermediate layers of society 

are already absolutely co-opted by the bourgeois state. They are going through 

economic difficulties and lack of certainties, expectations and vital projections. This 

generation only lived in crisis. 

        1.2 This is the nth confirmation of the failure of the reformist path. In the 

different states of the imperialist center, including the Spanish State and the nations 

under its yoke, more or less "radical" social-democratic movements emerged in the 

heat of the economic crisis, betting on an institutional/electoral and/or economicist 

solution and an abstract mass mobilization. Many of these movements reached 

certain quotas of institutional power, all of them evidencing the absolute impossibility 

of the path they propose. The young communists do well not to analyze this mistaken 

path from the simple moral prism of betrayal; it is a question of the material 

impossibility of carrying out reformist policies within a state of the imperialist center: 

there is no room for maneuver for social democracy. It´s them, the social democrats, 

who are the utopians and idealists: the only materially practicable path is the 

proletarian and revolutionary one. 

        1.3 The material limits of the Catalan independence movement. The "passive 

revolution" practiced by the political, economic and media agents of the small and 

middle Catalan bourgeoisie, by redirecting the whole movement towards the 

autonomist and institutional logic, along with the incapacity of the movement not to 



be eaten up by these agents, have clearly showed the limits of the strategy of Catalan 

independentism. The two "souls" of this movement in apparent tension and dispute, 

both the "citizenist, democratic and republican" and the "processist and nationalist", 

have evidenced an erratic policy of alliances and intervention; neither the Patriotic 

Unity, nor the misnamed Popular Unity, nor the "citizen" movements have the 

capacity to get out of the bourgeois, institutionalist, interclassist logic of 

representation and cooptation. Without class independence, the destruction of the 

Spanish bourgeois state will not be possible. 

        1.4 Strategic defeat and/or giving up of the nationalist left. For decades, many 

times due to its own merits and others due to other people's incapacity, the political 

and military movement of the nationalist left served as a "moral beacon" for several 

generations of militants who saw with sympathy how ETA, KAS, HASI, HB or Jarrai 

were a puzzle for the Spanish State and a reference of combat readiness and social 

implantation. The political, military and ideological defeat/surrender of the official 

Abertzale left was a moral blow for several drafts of revolutionary militants, but also a 

fair and necessary debate on the reasons for such a defeat. Was it a tactical or 

strategic problem? Were there simply traitors or has it all been a structural problem? 

The answers in this sense are never totally absolute, but I believe that the youth of 

the communist movement are right in pointing out the ideological problems that were 

the breeding ground of this political degeneration: excessive predominance of 

national tension over class tension; Third Worldist conception of a movement within 

the imperialist center; and interclassist alliances linked to the two previous ones. 

Once again, without class independence there will be no Socialist Republic (of Euskal 

Herria). 

Potentials, problems, deviations and debates 

        2.1 There is an excess of adanism. All movements of revolutionary rupture have 

a strong generational component at the structural level, and it is good that this is so. 

It is so because of the material recomposition of the proletariat and the emerging 

proletariat, with its particular material needs and its concrete revolutionary concerns. 

But this objective reality cannot lead us to cut our "red thread of history", to cut us 

out of the lessons from the valuable generations of previous militants, even from the 

most defeated, so as to use their experience in defeats and victories and the intuition 

of the veterans to enrich the new revolutionary processes by feeding back the 

collective brain of our class. We cannot fall into generational closed-mindedness or 

the dangerous theories of "adult power". Although the strength and direction of the 

movement will always be pushed by the majority of a determined generation, let us 

take advantage of the hands and heads of all the available troops and let us apply the 

healthy educational tension between the experience of the veterans and the impetus 

of the youth. 

        2.2 Need for the delimitation on the national question. An excess of reaction to 

the interclassist and ethnic policies of nationalism can place the movement in the 

opposite deviation: in a sort of nihilism or national indeterminacy that is functional for 

Spanish nationalism. With this analysis we are not making the stupid and arrogant 



weapon that Bildu and the Catalan or Galician nationalism use against the 

communists of their nations labeling them as "Spanishists", we are simply warning of 

a centered, fair and independent policy also in the national question. 

        2.3 The problem of distrust, suspicion and closed-mindedness. The unjust, 

histrionic and virulent campaigns of harassment and discrediting that the communists 

suffer on the part of the disoriented social democracy, as well as the just need for 

security, discretion and vigilance, can lead these incipient and promising movements 

to an excess of bunkerization. The distrust and zeal towards potential national and 

international allies must be neutralized, with solidarity, rapprochement and open and 

frank debate. 

        2.4 The organizational model. The sclerotic and fossilized politics -that many 

supposedly revolutionary organizations practice- accompanied by the autism, 

mechanicism and tactical routine that they exercise, can lead the new revolutionary 

detachments to distrust or reject the organic models that these organizations claim to 

have (and that, of course, they never have) and to label them as obsolete or rusty, 

pointing out the part for the whole, and can make them to fall into a certain 

organizational nihilism that leads us to spontaneism. 

    Revolutionary Synthesis. Communist Parties. Socialist Republics 

        3.1 The appearance of these incipient movements in the bosom of the 

imperialist world center, can only be a motive of joy and revolutionary optimism that 

we communists must greet effusively to increase our morale of combat and victory. 

        3.2 We have the duty to coordinate all the revolutionary detachments that are 

born in the nations and peoples of the Spanish Imperialist State with the objective of 

debating in common, to delimit, to learn mutually and to construct the most efficient 

tools of combat. 

        3.3 Learning and mutual teachings must take place both between the different 

national realities under the yoke of this bourgeois state, as well as between the 

different militant generations, with their particularities and enriching experiences. 

       3.4 The political form to which we must aspire is to build in each of our nations 

the Communist Party strengthened by all the militant contingents and detachments 

that are openly and resolutely ready to fight against the bourgeois state and to 

implant proletarian democracy: the Socialist Republic. In this task no one is 

superfluous and we all have to contribute: youth, veterans, women, men, natives, 

migrants... we all form the working class of each of our nations. 

Long live the Socialist Revolution! 

Long live Proletarian Internationalism! 

Félix Outeiriño 

Galiza, agosto del 2022. 


